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AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 


LEWIS LE COUNT CONGAR, 
Who departed this life, in the Divinity College at Andover, January 6, 1810. 


Txais amiable and promising 
youth was born ofrespectable and 
pious parents, at Newark, New 
Jersey, May 12, 1788. He was 
an only son, and the eldest of 
three children. At an early 
age, he began to disclose a mind 
formed for reflection. When 
he was no more than three years 
old, he was able to read: and 
having, at that age, read the 
first chapter of Genesis, he took 
particular notice of the third 
verse, asking for an explanation 
of its meaning, and making some 
remarks on the ight, there men- 
tioned, which he saw shining a- 
round him. Anxious to under- 
stand whatever he read, he 
frequently proposed questions 
which his parents found it diffi- 
cult to answer. From his in- 
fancy he manifested a disposi- 
tion uncommonly pleasant, and 
full of sensibility and tender- 
ness. He was never known to 
‘orture an insect, or any animal. 
"he persons and characters 


of his teachers and _ school- 
mates, he treated with great re- 
spect and delicacy; and he re 
ceived in return a large share 
of their love and confidence. It 
has been remarked, that he al- 
ways took the part of the op- 
pressed, but never declaimed 
against the oppressor. His man- 
ners were as gentle and modest, 
as his feelings were soft and af- 
fectionate. To these disposi- 
tions were added a native delica- 
cy of taste, a creative fancy, and 
a vigorous intellect. It is not 
wonderful, that a mind thus 
constructed should have formed 
an early and passionate attach- 
ment to the works of Cowper. 
While yet a child, he drank in 
the sentiments, and _ entered 
deeply into the feelings, of that. 
tender and interesting poet: and 
it is not too much to say, that in 
the extreme delicacy and exqui- 
siteness of his sensibility, in the 
modesty and sweetness of his 
manners, in his constitutional 
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diffidence, and, I may add, in his 
poetic powers, he bore a very 
perceivable resemblance to the 
cuthor of the Task. 

At the age ‘of fourteen, his 
mind became impressed by the 
power of Divine truth, in a sea- 
sen of uncommon attention to 
religion in his native town. 
Fhese impressions, though they 
did not at once issue Im saving 
effects, seem never tohave been 
wholly effaced. Of this, his 
subsequent attention to the 
means of grace, the soberness 
of his life, and the serious pro- 
ductions of his pen, were suffi- 
cient proofs. - 

At the age of sixtcen, he was 
admitted a member of the junior 
class in PrincetonCollege; where 
he made such proficiency in lit- 
erature and science, that, at the 
time of taking his bachelor’s 
degree, he was distinguished by 
one of the first honors allotted 
to his class. 

Within a few weeks after 
leaving college, he attached 
himself to a very respectable of- 
fice in Newark, and commenced 
the study of the law. Whathis 
reputation and prospects were, 
at that time, will appear from 
the following extract of a letter 
from the gentleman under whose 
instruction he was placed. 


“Lewis L. C. Congar was 
registered in my office as a stu- 
‘dent at law, on the 16th of A- 
pril, 1806; but did not com- 
mence a regular attention to the 
duties of the office, until the No- 
vember following. : 
“] soondiscovered,that he was 
a young man of a correct and 
discriminating mind, though his 
great modesty «und difidence 
were calculated to veil bis tal- 
ents. 


Count Congar. Sepr. 

“The rapid progress which he 
made in his studies, and the cor- 
rectness and great integrity 
with which he conducted the 
business of the office, during 
my occasional absence, secured 
to him my unbounded. conf- 
dence ard affection. 

“So dignified and respectable 
were his manners, so peaceable 
and amiable his deportment, tha; 
he engaged the esteem of my 
family, and even my mfant chil- 
dren loved to hang upon his 
knees. 

“ Flattered with the progress 
he made, | pleased myself with 
the idea of one day introducing 
to the bar, a member who would 
do honor to the profession. In 
this fond expectation, however, 
I was disappointed. But I thank 
God, that this disappointment 
has since proved to me a sub- 
ject of heartfelt gratitude and 
joy. A few days before he left 
my office, I observed him more 
silent and pensive than usual; 
and one merning, (I think about 
the middle of September, 1807,) 
he came into the office, and in- 
stead of going to his own seat, 
as usual, sat down by my side, 
and seemed very thoughtful. | 
asked him what was the matter, 
and whether he did not feel well: 
he answered that he did not feel 
cheerful. After a short pause, 
he observed, that upon the most 
mature reflection he thought 
the profession he had engaged 
in was not the one most_calcu- 
lated to make him useful, o 
happy; and intimated a purpos¢ 
to engage, after a short time, 1 
the study of divinity. *******”" 
With tears in his eyes he gave 
me his hand, and after expres* 
ing his attachment to me ™ 
strong terms, and the regre! 
with which he left a place which 
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he had been so long in the habit 
of daily attending, he took an af- 
fectionate leave. We seldom met 
afterwards, aS our inclinations 
drew us in opposite directions, 
and attached us to different com- 
panions. Though I retained 
my respect for him,I am asham- 
ed to confess, that I felt consid- 
erable chagrin at his leaving me, 
under what I then thought a 
mistaken apprehension of Di- 
vine things. But, blessed be 
God! my own views of those 
things have since been materi- 
ally changed, and what was once 
my regret has been converted 
into a subject of praise and 
aladness. 

“Shortly before his departure 
for the Eastward, he called to 
congratulate me on the happy 
ehange which he supposed it 
had pleased God, in his sove- 
reign mercy, to work in my 
heart. But, at that time, I durst 
hardly thank him for the joy he 
expressed, as it was a moment 
when a sense Of my depravity 
and guilt lay heavy upon me. 
We saw each other again on 
the day he left town, when he 
held me by the hand for some 
time. We engaged to remem- 
ber each other at the throne of 
erace, and then parted to meet 
no more fn this vale of tears. 

Josepn C. HorneLower.” 


In the month of September, 
'807, Mr. Congar, as Is sug- 
vested in the foregomg extract, 
became a subject of that won- 
derful work of Divine grace, 
which agitated, astonished, and 
veformedy many hundreds in 
that part of New Jersey, and 
hlled ‘twenty contiguous con- 
gregations with rapture and 
praise. Neither his amiable 
disposition, nor-his moral life, 
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nor his respectful treatment of 
Divine institutions, could cover 
him, when the terrors of the 
Lord were set in array against 
him. When the commandment 
came, sin revived, and he died. 
He needed no evidence, besides 
what his own bosom furnished, 
to convince him that the carnal 
mind is enmity against God. He 
saw himself to be a guilty, ru- 
ined sinner, who, for more than 
nineteen years had only cum- 
bered God’s earth. He saw 
himself to be justly condemned, 
and to have no hope but from 
sovereign grace. He had a- 
waked, and found himself in the 
hands of an an God; and he 
saw that he could do nothing te 
appease the wrath, which threat- 
ened to sink him to the lowest 
hell. At this crisis, it pleased 
God to shine in his heart, to 
give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. One evening, 
while he was kneeling in his 
chamber, he eobtamed the first 
elimpse of the glorious perfec- 
tionsof God. The sublime and 
amazing reality of Three in One, 
and One in Three, was distinct- 
ly presented to his mental sight. 
The fulness and grace of the 
ever blessed Trimity so drew 
forth his souly-and raised him 
to contemplations so extatic, 
and so astonishing, that he was 
lost to ltimself, and unconscious 
of the lapse of time. How long 
he remained in that pesture he 
did not know; but when he rose 
from his knees he was surpris- 
ed to find his candle burned 
down into the socket: 

About the same time, his sis- 
ters appeared to obtain the like 
grace. What the» emotions of 


the parents were, when; alter 
travailing in birth for their chif- 
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dren, for several weeks, they 
heard them sing with one voice, 
Hlosannas to the Son of David, 
can never be conceived, but by 
those who have experienced the 
same joy. 

The subject of this memoir 
possessed a mind too solid and 
correct to be visionary. His 
religion was rational, because it 
called into action all the powers 
ef a judicious and discrimin- 
ating mind; it was full of feel- 
ing, because it took a strong 
hold of his heart. His was the 
religion of refined and elevated 
feeling, like that of the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel. It was are- 
ligion, which, as it united his 
heart to God, prompted him to 
devotion. With Baxter’s Saint’s 
Rest, his Bible, and his God, he 
spent two or three hours in his 
chamber every evening. But 
his religion was not confined to 
the closet. It chastened and en- 
riched his conversation; it re- 
gulated his manners; it influ- 
enced his life. His life was at 
once a pattern and a reproof to 
older Christians. 

The writer of this sketch had 
the best opportunity for the last 
two years, to observe him in va- 
rious situations, to watch his 
daily convérsation, and to pene- 
trate into his private hours; and 
he can unhesitatingly say, that 
though he saw much in him to 
love, and much to admire, he 
knows not what le ever found 
to censure. 

On the 6th day of March, 
1808, Mr. Congar, with ninety 
six others, presented himself 
before the Lord, and by the sol- 
emn and significant formality of 
a public profession and cove- 
nant, was admitted to the com- 
munion of the Presbyterian 
Church in Newark. All his 
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views of this life and the life to 
come being now changed, he 
began soon after to address him. 
self in earnest to preparations 
for the Gospel ministry; an 
office to which his parents had 
early, and ardently, and perse- 
veringly, devoted him. Having 
prosecuted his studies fortwelve 
months, under the care of the 
Presbytery of New York, he ob- 
tained leave of his Presbytery, 
in April, 1809, to remove to An- 
dover, and to attach himself to 
the Divinity College. 

On the 29th day of May, he 
left his father’s house, to enter 
it no more for ever. He left a 
numerous circle of friends, who 
doted on him to excess, to see 
their faces no more. He left 
his native scenes, the favorite 
walks of his early youth, to find 
a grave in a distant land; to die 
far from the bosom of his 
friends, without a parent ora 
sister to close his eyes; but to 
draw forth the kindness and the 
tears of strangers, as though 
they had been his parents, and 
his sisters, and his brothers. 

There was something so inter- 
esting in this amiable youth, that 
none could see him long without 
loving him. While he resided 
at Andover, he won the affec- 
tions of his fellow-students, and 
of his instructors, to no com- 


.mon degree. He was regarded 


by all, as one of the brightest 
ornaments of the College, as 
well on account of his endear- 
ing manners, and humble piety; 
as of his talents and acquisitions. 
For those he was beloved; for 
these he was respected. His 
mental exertions jin that semin- 
ary brought to light the powers 
and qualities of his mind. He 
was found to possess a taste 
delicate and Correct, a fancy 

















1810. Life of Lewis Le Count’ €ongar. 109 


sprightly and chaste, a sound 
and logical mind, capable of 
deep research, and passionately 
fond of digging for the treasures 
of Oriental learning. He hada 
judgment as correct, and a dis- 
cretion as wise and wakeful, as 
men of piety and learning com- 
monly possess in the high noon 
of life. Butthe brighest part 
of his character, was his deep 
and ardent piety. Nothing was 
so much upon his heart, as the 
kingdom of Christ. He had 
great desires for a revival of re- 
ligion in the place where he 
lived. For this he prayed, and 
for this he labored. Nordid he 
pray and labor altogether in 
vain. The pious conversation 
which he held with particular 
families, in his occasional visits 
to them, appeared to be attend- 
ed with a _ divine blessing. 
Though he early left this stage 
of action, he left, we have rea- 
son to think, some spiritual 
children behind him. There 
are a few who wiil visit his 
grave, and bless God that the 
dust deposited there was once 
animated with life. 

His last illness commenced 
on Thursday the 14th day of 
December. As his fever put 
on a mild appearance at first, no 
alarm was excited for two weeks. 

On Thursday the 28th of that 
month, it became apparent that 
his case was critical. But as 
his reason continued only till 
the following Sabbath, he had 
little opportunity to contemplate 
the near approach of death. 
Few of his words, therefore, 
have been preserved. Those 
few were written down at the 
time by his room mate, who has 
since arranged them in the form 
of the following 


NARRATIVE: 


In the former part of his 
sickness, his principal concern 
was lest he should be impatient; 
and his principal request, that 
his friends would pray for his 
recovery; but especially that 
God would give him patience 
and resignation, that he might 
not cast a reproach on religion. 
He repeatedly said, Since I am 
so weak and unable to fray, you 
must fray for mé, and request 
all my friends to pray for me. 
He desired submission; and God 
in a remarkable degree, gave 
him the desires of his heart. 

We found it difficult to learn 
his feelings, because he would 
not complain. The first thing 
which indicated in him an ap- 
prehension of his approaching 
dissolution, was, the following 
request: You know the sermon I 
have been writing, on Trusting 
in God. Though it isin a very 
unfinished and imperfect state, I 
wish you would ask Dr. Griffin 
to arrange it,and send it home 
to my fiarents: it may be some 
comfort to them. This request 
he made repeatedly. 

On Friday night, Dec. 29, a 
week before his death, being 
asked whether he wished to see 
company, he replied, I shall be 
glad to see some whose faces will 
refresh me, though I cannot talk 
to them. Saturday was his last 


rational day,and his happiest day.. 


In the morning he said to me, 


I think it would be a wonder if 


I should get well of thie fever: 
don’t you think so? 1 said, De 


* ‘This narrative has already been pub- 
lished, in an appendix to ay Sm ser- 
mon preached at Newark, by the Rev. 
Mr. Richards. It is here republished, 
with some additions and corrections 
made by the same hand. 


_ 
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you think much of dying? He 
answered, Some. How does it 
appear to you? Very solemn: I 
have lived a very unprofitable 
life to die on. I do not know 
but God intends to take me away. 
If so, I hope he will prepare me. 
itis a great thing th exchange 
worlds, and togo intothe immedt- 
ate frresence of God. Butahafipy 
thing—happy for those who have 
an interest in Christ, and who 
will enter into his eternal——Qh 
how frrecious is Christ! I think 
I should be happy to sfiend an 
eternity with him. JI think I 
long for the enjoyments of heav- 
en, for the purity and holiness of 
ithe heavenly state. Iama floor, 
worthless creature; but I hope 
that Christ will sufifport me, and 
take me to himself. If I may sit 
in the lowest filace at his feet, 
and gaze ufion the beauties of 
his face, it is enough for me. 
When the light of heaven first 
broke in upon my soul, I think I 
took Christ for my All in All: 
and now he must be my Ali in 
All. I think I do love Christ. 

Saturday forenoon, I said to 
bim, you feel weak? He repli- 
ed, Yes, 6ut Christ is——and I 
commit myself to him—{after a 
pause.| Ut is a glorivus ex- 
change—{a little after.| If it 
were not for these truths, I must 
sink in despair. 

About noon, he said, J have 
enjoyed the great truths of the 
gospel very much to-day. I feel 
happy that Iam in the hands of 
God. One of his friends said 
to him, Can you testify to the 
preciousness of Christ? He 
answered, Yes ITcan: he is very 
Lovely. 

Saturday evening, I said to 
him, How do you feel now? He 
replied, I feel composed and hapi- 
tu. Ihave given myself up to 


God, to carry me through this 


Sever just us he pleases. Do 


you still wish to see Dr. G2? 
{with eagerness.| Has he come? 
I told him, he had not. J wan: 
to see him, said he, but it is a 


right. Do you think I shall see. 


him before I die? 1 asked him 
whether he thought it best to 
inform his parents of his sick- 
ness? He replied, J have thought 
that it was not best. But if you 
filease, you can take the letter 
which I have begun, and add to 
it that Iam sick, and that they 
must leave me to the care of God. 

Late on Saturday evening, he 
asked me, IWhich is the sweetest 
hart of the Bible? I said, Which 
do you think? He answered, 
There are many szeet paris: 
there is a grand descrifition of 
the character of God—Thé Lord, 
the Lord God Almight: Vo; 
how ie it? 1 repeated the pas- 
sage to him. Yes, | continued 
he, with © rnestness, | the char- 
acter of God is amiable, excel- 
lent, all perfection. 

Sunday morning, he said, J 
seems to refresh me to see the 
morning once more. One of his 
friends asked him how he did. 
He answered, J am a little more 
composed, Ihave views of Christ 
that are affecting. Afterwards, 
in a broken manner, he dictated 
a note for public prayers, asking 
for the presence of God, and 
for support under the trial 
which he had to sustain. Aftet 
this his reason gradually failed, 
till he was entirely deranged. 
He continued im that state, €x- 
cept one short interval, till his 
death. 

In that interval he only ex- 
pressed a solicitude about my 
health, and repeated his request 
respecting the sermon before 
mentioned. He died on thé 
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foliowing Saturday, a . quarter 
pest one, A. M. His death was 
apparently easy. He appeared 
to fall into a. sleep, fyom. which 
we could not awake him. O, 
my brother! my brother! I could 
almost say, would to God I had 
died for thee! 
A. Jupson, jun. 


He found a grave at Andover: 
and on the marble which marks 
the spot, weeping memory has 
written the following inscrip- 
tion. 

In 
Memory of 
Lewis LE Count ConcGar 
of 
Newark, New-Jersey, 
a member of 
The Divinity College, 
who departed this life 
Jan. 6th, 1810, 
in the 22d year of his age. 
An only son, 
the hope of his parents and 
sisters, 
and distinguished 
by uncommon talents, 
amiableness, and piety, 
he had excited great expecta- 
tions, 
and died much lamented. 
“ By strangers honor’d, and by 
strangers mourn’d.” 


In the manuscript sermon 
which he left as a legacy to his 
parents, there Is one clause so 
applicable to them, that I had 
supposed it to have been writ- 
ten in his last illness, and with 
special reference to their ap- 
proaching trial, until I discov- 
ered that it had been written 
before. Had it been dictated 
by the spirit of prophecy, it 
could scarcely have described, 
with greater exactness, either 
the peculiarities of their trial, 
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or the resignation and. support, 
which it. has pieased God to af- 
ford them. | The. following).is 
the clause alluded to: 


Extract from Mr. Congar’s 
sermgn.. 


“‘ Do.you see those parents 
who have lost the child of their 
love, the darling of their hopes? 
He was suddenly cut off, while 
they were carrying him along 
in their fond. expectations, to 
stations of future dignity. and 
usefulness. Often had _ they 
thanked God, while on their 
bended knees they dedicated 
their child to him. But God, 
by a severe stroke of his hand, 
has taken him away; and now 
the sympathizing friends are 
assembling to do the last sad 
office, and commit him to the 
grave. Hark! did you hear 
those parents murmur? Do you 
hear them complaining? Is it 
any wonder! Let us draw near 
and attend. Ah! these are not 
the tears of murmuring grief; 
nor is this the language of com- 
plaint. That countenance is 
calm; and the smiles which ap- 
pear through those tears, show 
that there is unspeakable peace 
within. Did you not hear them 
say, We would not have it other- 
wise, contrary to the will of . 
God, if we could?” 


How far the dear youth ‘was 
here unconsciously describing a 
scene which was soon to be act- 
ed in his father’s house, and of 
which he was to furnish the oc- 
casion, the following letters will 
show. The first is from the af- 
flicted father. 


Newark, 13th Jan. 1810. 
“T received your twe kind 
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letters, informing us of the ill- 
ness of our dear son,on the 9th 
instant, just before sunset; and 


the other two, informing us of 


his death, last evening. When 
I receited the first two, I was 
much overcome with the atten- 


. : # 


tion paid to. him, and the great 
exertions made for his Fecove- 
ry; especially the numerous 
prayers that were ascending for 
his life. I began seriously to 
fear that my weak nerves could 
not long support the shock. 
But blessed be God who com- 
forteth those who are cast down; 
who considereth our frame, and 
remembereth that we are dust! 
he did not suffer me to wait 
long for support. Soon after I 
had read your letters, Mr. Crane 
came in and informed us, by 
means of a letter from his son 
John, of the comfortable state 
of Lewis’s mind. I replied, 
when I heard this, as good old 
Jacob did on a very different 
occasion, but perhaps not more 
consoling, (not intending how- 
ever to compare myself with 
him,) J¢ is enough! and perhaps 
I might have added, Lewis my 
son is yet alive, and that in a 
more eminent sense than Joseph 
was. It being about tea time I 
did not know whether I shoul“ 
be able to sit at table; but I con- 
sidered it my duty. When I 
attempted to ask a blessing, the 
firstthought which occurred to 
me a at God does his pleas- 
ure in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of this 
world. With this, if I am not 
greatly deceived, I felt highly 
pleased and satisfied. Very 
soon after, while at the table, it 
was suddenly and powerfully 
impressed on my mind that 
Lewis had joined a little com- 
pany of the redeemed, and had 








begun his sweet and everlasting 
song. Ido not know that it would 
have appeared much more real, if 
I had heard and seen them. Had 
I indulged the ideas that were 
pouring in upon my mind a lit- 
tle longer, I do not know wheth- 
er I could have supported them. 
I therefore let the pleasing sub. 
ject drop; and shall leave it to 
be known and enjoyed hereafter. 
This was a precious evening to 
me. The next morning, while 
I was sitting by the fire, the-fol- 
lowing lines contained in that 
little. hymn book which I got 
reprinted, dropped into my mind 
with power and sweetness. In 
them I saw what I ought to be, 
and what I hoped, in some meas- 
ure, through divine grace, I 
was. 

“With silent and submissive awe, 

Adore a chast’ning God.” 

“Since this, if I know my 
heart, my principal desire, (if I 
have had any desire at all, that 
he should live,) has been that 
he might be. instfumental in 
building up the cause of the 
Redeemer, and saving precious 
souls; but even this desire, I 
trust, was indulged with hum- 
ble submission to the Divine 
will. Ourtimes are in God’s 
hand: therefore every circum- 
stance respecting him has been 
ordered by infinite wisdom and 
goodness. This has been a 
precious day. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul! and let all that is 
within me bless his holy name: 


But how shall I proceed? His 


dear mother! what heart-rend- 
ing work! her heart was truly 
bound up.in the lad. Never- 
theless she says “ The cup: which 
my heavenly father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it? How 
much mercy is mixed in the 
cup! Could I but have been there 
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to soothe his dying bed and 
close his eyes!” Though she 
appexr's to have some moments 
of relief, yet her anguish returns 
with poignancy again, and she 
refuses to be comforted, because 
he is not. May he, who hath 
promised not to leave his people 
comfortless, comfort her, and 
enable her to rejoice thet his 
willis done. His sisters also 
are much «afflicted. May the 
Lord of his infinite mercy sanc- 
tily this trial to us all, and to all 
whe may be acquainted with it. 

Give our most affectionate es- 
teem and respects, to all the pro- 
tessors, physicians, and students, 
who have been so solicitous for 
his welfare. May the blessing 
of many ready to perish come 
upon them, and be their reward. 

The family all send their love 
to you and yours. 

Your most affectionate friend, 

JosErH ConGark,”’ 


The following extract of a 
letter from David D. Crane Esq. 
will not be read without inter- 
est. 


Newark, Jan. 15th, 1810. 

“T will give you a short ac- 
count of the family of Mr. Con- 
ear. It fell to my lot, to be the 
bearer of ‘the news of his son’s 
sickness; but the family had re- 
ceived your letters, and had just 
nad ime to read them, when I 
arrived at the house. I found 
themallintears. ‘They asked if 
John had written. I informed 
them that he had; but IT thought 
ithest not to let them know 
that night the contents of my 
son's letter. The next morn- 
ig I showed it to them. They 
seemed to be sweetly resigned 
‘O the will of God, and to re- 
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jeice in the assurance that every 
thing which could be done for 
their son and brother, would be 
done. 

On Friday last, your letters of 
the 6th, and 7th, and John’s of 
the 6th, arrived, bringing us the 
melancholy tidings of his death. 
I was present befere the letters 
were read in the family, and af- 
ter preparing the way for some 
time, I read them. You must 
necessarily think that they 
were all overwhelmed; but no; 
the pious father, without a 
eroan, aud almost without a tear, 
meekly exclaimed, Zhe Lord 
gave,and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord!—Never, never did I see 
such sweet composure, and 
humble resignation to the will 
of God. I said within myself, 
O the excellence of true faith! 
How glcrious did that promise 
appear, 4s thy days, so shall thy 
strength be. As a further proof 
of the father’s support, while 
the mother’s anguish was so 
ereat as almost to break her 
heart, with her two daughters 
drowned in tears, I heard him 
say to her, My dear, you must 
not complain: it is the Lord’s 
will. She answered, Though 
nature is distressed, I hope I 
do not murmur. He then turn- 
ed to his daughters; and with a 
calm, serene countenance,, and 
the greatest tenderness, cau- 
tioned them against murmuring 
at the hand which had inflicted 
the awful stroke. Iagain said 
in my heart, O the blessedness 
of religion in an hour of trial. 
He then again turned to Mrs. 
Congar, and said, You have 
often in my glooms counselled 
me, to look upwards: now in my 


turn, I will recommend it to 
* 15 
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youThen (I had almost said 
with the countenance of an an- 
gel,) he calmly said, 

“ Upward I lift mine eves, 

From (+od is all my aid, 

The God that built the skies, 

And earth and nature made; 

God is the tow’r 
To which I fir, 
His grace is nigh 
[In every hour ” 

I said to myself, it is enough. 
Then I realized what Cowper 
meant, when he said, 

‘€ Give what thou eanst, without thee 

we are poor; 

And with thee rich, take what thou 

wilt away.” 

[ can say no more on this dis- 
tressing, yet comforting sub- 
ject:—I am a poor painter; the 
half I have not toid sedkecalan 
remainder I must leave until I 
see you. Mr. Richards yester- 
day preached a funeral sermon 
on the occasion, from the words 
of the Psalmist, Be siii/, and 
know that I am God. It was 
truly a solemn house. 





sweret. Sgpr. 

I have matter enough to fijf 

another shect, but I must close, 
I remain, my dear friend, 
sincerely yours, 


D. D. CRANE.” 


The public have now before 
their eyes some of the fruits of 
those revivals of religion, which 
God has been carrying on in our 
country. What row wiil be 
thought of such revivals, and of 
the religion which they pro- 
duce? Can any better relig gion 
be found than that which “has 
power to adorn the human char- 
acter with virtues like these, to 
support the soul in adversity, 
and to give it animation and wi- 
umph in a dying hour? For what 
purposes do men need any re- 
ligion? What ends must are- 
ligion be capable of answering 
to command the suffrages of 
the wise?’ Let those who ob- 
ject to revivals, show a better 
religion than this 
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[vn the preceding Lectures [ 
endeavored to shew, thata Rev- 
elation of the existence, char- 
acter, and will, of God was ne- 
cessary for mankind. It is, 
however, one thing to shew, 
that Revelation is necessary; 
and another to prove, that 7? Aas 
actually been siven. A demon- 


stration of this necessity, would 
argu- 
and would 


only be a presumptive 
snent of the fret: 
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never satisfy any mind, that the 
fact had taken place. In ou! 
attempts to prove the actual ex- 
istence of a Revelation, Inficels 
have anticipated us with a series 
of objections, intended, likeé 
legislative vote on what is call- 
ed the frevious question, to pre’ 
clude all further  discussiot 
These objections, therefore, " 
will be proper to corsider, ™ 
this stage of our enquiries. 
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1. Several Infidels have as- 
serted, that Revelation is impos- 
sibl’. 

his assertion seems equally 
presumptuous, and unfounded. 
[tis presumptuous, because it 
limits the power of God. It is 
unfounded, at least so far as ap- 
pears, because it is supported 
by no evidence. 
~All our knowledge is origin- 
ally communicated by God. He 
has adopted various methods of 
making this communication, 
according to his own pleasure; 
and by conveying knowledge to 
us in these methods, has proved 
his ability to convey it In others: 
how many others, we are una- 
ble to determine. Our igno- 
rance of the nature of such 
methods, is certainly no reason 
for concluding them to be im- 
possible. A man, born blind, 
is perfectly unable to conceive 
of the manner, in which others 
can see; and, onthe ground of 
chis ignorance, might with equal 
propriety conclude, that it is 
impossible for God to commn- 
nicate perceptions by the eye 
Ocher persons, severally, and 
always, destitute of the other 
four senses, might with exactly 
the sume reason determine, that 
God could not convey ideas to 
the mind through these chan- 
nels. All our ideas come to us 
by sensation and reflection. 
But, if we received no ideas by 
our senses, we should not re- 
flectatall; because a mind with- 
out ideas could not act, and be- 
cause its actions are the only 
objects of its reflection. Thus 
hve persons, each destitute of 
one of the senses, might deny, 
and, if this principle | be just, 
with propriety, that God could 
communicate any ideas by the 


-~ 


senses; of which they were 
» : 


respectively destitute: and all, 
taken together, might fairly 
establish the conclusion, t that he 
could not communicate any ideas 
whatever. The person, who 
has five senses, has even more 
reason to believe, that God can 
make a sixth, than he, who has 
one, to believe, that he can 
make a second. The same 
reason has he, to whom God 
has already communicated 
knowledge in several ways, to 
believe, that he can communi- 
cate It in more. 

Revelation, which requires 
no new sense, and no new fac- 
ulty, in man, certainly involves 
in the communication, to the 
human eye, less difficulty, than 
the communication of an addi- 
tional sense, or faculty. So ob- 
vious is this truth, that it was 
probably never doubted by any 
man, beside an Infide! Philoso- 
pher. The history of mankind 
shews, that nations, and individ- 
uals, have, in every age, believ- 
ed not only the possibility, but 
the existence, of Revelation in 
some form or other, just so ex- 
tensively, as they have believed 
the existence of superior be- 
ings. ‘ 

Phere jis no more difficulty 
if) Supposing, that an angel, or a 
departed spirit, may appear, 
and converse with us, and bring 
messages to us immediately 
from God, than there was orig- 
inally in supposing, that one 
man might converse with an- 
other. 

There is no more difficulty 
in supposing, that every dream 
might be a direct communication 
Senet God, than there was orig- 
inally, that dreams could exist. 
The cause, in the latter case, ig 
certainly as inexplicable, as in 
the former. 
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To infinite power,every thing, 
which involves not a contradic- 
tion, is possible. But Revela- 
tion is so far from involving a 
contradiction, that it is no more 
mysterious, than the communi- 
cations, which are made to us 
by the senses. The difference 
lies only in the frequency of the 
one, and the unfrequency of the 
other. 

It is further asserted, ther, 
tf Revelation should be allowed 
to be fossizir, it would sill be 
impossible for the person, to 
whomit was made, to convince 
others of this fact by sufficient 
evidence. 

That God, when he has made 
a Revelation to one man, may 
enable that man to exhibit suf- 
ficient proof cr this fact, cannot 
be rationally doubted; because 
it involves no contradiction. 
Should it be allowed, that we 
could not preconceive the man- 
ner, in which this proof is to be 
given; we snculd not be war- 
ranted to question the truth of 
the position. For the manner, 
in which most woes, with 
which we are acquainted, can 
be done, is incapable of being 
preconceived by us. In this 
case, however, we may casily 
see how such proof can be un- 
answerably given, in very many 
Ways. 

If an infant at the breast 
should, in the hearing of many 
persons, and with distinct and 
intelligible language, declare a 
series of truths, which were 
evidently, and highly, conducive 
to the glory of God, and the 
well-being of mankind; if he 
should, from day to day, and 
from w eck to week, repeat, ex- 
plain, and inculcate,such truths 
before all, who come to hear 


them; if he should, at the same 
time, steadily aver, that God 
enabled him to understand, and 
disclose, such truths, for the 
eternal salvation of mankind, no 
person would, or could, doubt, 
that he understood, and disclos- 
ed, such truth by Revelation 
only. 

Should a person forctel a 
ereat number of things, which 
were utterly contrary to all hu- 
man probability; ; and specify the 
times, places, persons, and cir- 
cumstances, with which they 
were especk liy connected, 
minutely, and exactly; and 
should the event in ali respects 
correspond with the prediction; 
we should certainly know, that 
he foretold these things, only 
by a Revelation from God. ) 

Once more, should a person 
decjare himself commissioned 
by God to call mankind to re- 
pentance and reformation, and 
to the obedience of certain pre- 
cepts, which he, declared to 
contain the will of God; should 
he, to prove his com»uission, 
propose to goto yonder bury- 
Ing-cround, and call a deceased 
person out of | bis grave; putt! g 
his ummission and aut! ory 
at bias upon the fact of his 
raising this person from the 
dead; should the experiment 
be fairly made, and the person, 
suminoned, actually arise out of 
his grave, nO man, in his senscs, 
would hesitate a moment to ac 
know ledge, that the person i 
auestion had rece ived such 2 
comm ssion, and was posse -ssecl 
of a Revelation from God. 

Persons of an inquisitive cast. 
who have not been familiarly 
accustomed to speculations of 
this nature, will naturaily feel 
an interest in examining whal 
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che evidence is, which would 
determine the mind in each of 
these instances. 

In the first and last of these 
cases, the well-known laws of 
neture are indubitably counter- 
acted. According to these laws, 
such an infant could neither 
know, nor speak, the things 
supposed. The power of God, 
therefore; immediate; peculiar; 
and totally distinguished from 
his customary agency; is cer- 
tainly seen to give the infant 
this ability. The agency, ex- 
‘ted in the laws of nature, is 
the agency of God; and can be 
counteracted by no being, ex- 
cept Himself. 

The person, also, mentioned 
in the last case, professes, that 
he has received a commission 
from God; and, to prove the 
truth of the profession, proposes 
io perform a miracle. This 
miracle is actually performed: 
or, in other words, the customa- 
ry agency of God in the laws of 
nature is counteracted; and is 
counteracted, evidently, for the 
purpose of proving, that the 
man has received a Divine 
commission. That he has re- 
ceived such a commission, 
therefore, is evidenced beyond 
debate: and what he declares 
under it‘ is, with the same cer- 
tainty, shewn to be a Revelation. 

In the second case, we see 
the Revelation immediately; 
ond know, that it is a Revela- 
‘\on; because no being, but God, 
can of himself predict what God 
has determined to bring to pass. 
As the existence of all future 
events depends entirely on his 
will; and as his will cannot be 
known by any creature, unless 
when revealed, so no future 
cvents can be predicted by any 


creature who is unassisted by a 
Revelation. 

In all these cases the proof 
exhibited is miraculous and 
complete. The power display- 
ed is, without a question, the 
power of God. In the two first 
cases also, the things, which are 
declared, could not be known 
by the persons specified. 

These may serve as speci- 
mens of the absolute certainty, 
with whieh Revelations, com- 
municated by God to men, may 
be proved to other men. The 
objection, therefore, is ground- 
less. 

3. It is asserted that a Reve- 
lation, actually made, ceases, 
when communicated to others by 
him who received it, to be any 
longer a Revelation, and becomes 
merely a Tradition. 

This objection must, I think, 
have been made by a person, 
who was better pleased to play 
with words, than to argue. A 
message, sent by a Prince toa 
subject, will not cease to be a 
message from the Prince, be- 
cause it is delivered by one of 
his ministers. A law may be 
sent to the inhabitants of a pro- 
vince; and still be a law, no less 
than if proclaimed to them by 
the law-giver in person. 

The proper question in this 
case, and the only question of 
any importance is, whether a 
Revelation, communicated to 
others by the Prophet who re- 
ceived it, is equally obligatory 
on them, es on himself; or 
whether, in this case, it ought 
to be regarded by them as a law, 
controlling their moral con- 
duct. This question is easily 
answered. <A Revelation, com- 
municated to one man, may be 
unanswerably proved to others. 
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ft may contain rules, imme- 
diately directed to their mo- 
ral conduct, and intended to 
regulate it. In every such case, 
it is equally obligatory on them, 
as on him, by whom it was re- 
ceived. 

It has been further assert- 
ed, that, although a Revelation 
may be satisfactorily firoved to 
those, who live in the same age 
and country with him, to whom 
v4 was originally given, yet in 
remote countries, and in distant 
heriods of time, it necessarily 
becomes incapable of proof. 

“Such,” it is observed, “ is 
the proneness of mankind to 
deceive, and to be deceived; 
such are the avenues to mis- 
take, in the flux of human af- 
fairs; as to render it impossible 
for men, remote in time and 
place, to know whether a sup- 
posed ancient Revelation was 
real, or not. In other words, it 
is impossible for us in _ this 
country, and at this time, to 


know whether the Scriptures of 


the Old and New Testament 
are really Revelations; although 
it should be conceded, that they 
may have been satisfactorily 
proved to be such to the con- 
temporaries of Moses, and the 
Apostles.” 

To this I answer, in the first 
place, that the cbjection sup- 
poses God to be unable, how- 
ever desirous he may be, to 
make known his wiil to man- 
kind by a Revelation, unless by 
an increasing series of Revela- 
tions, made, at little distances 
of time and place, throughout 
the world. This position ought 
certainly not to be received 
without ample evidence. No 
proofs, which are not demon- 
strative, will justify us in ven- 


turing thus to limit the wisdom 
and power of God. 

Secondly, It supposes, that a 
fact, once proved in one ige 
and country, cannot be attended 
by proof in another country and 
another age. 

This supposition is refuted 
by the whole course of human 
experience. Multitudes of facts, 
which have existed at remote 
periods and places, are so wel] 
ascertained in this land, at the 
present time, as to be universally 
received. Jndeed, a very great 
part of all that we cail kn owl- 
edge, particularly that which is 
communicated by natural and 
civil history, znd geography, is 
almost entirely of this nature: 
and almost all the business of 
man is dependent for its exist- 
ence on this single principle. 

But itis said, that “ Revela- 
tion is a thing so extraordinary, 

as to be incapable of the proof, 
wa ane to; and of claiming ra- 
tional assent, although common 
facts may, In a case of this na- 
ture, be sufficiently evidenc- 
ed.” This I suppose to be the 
whole object of the general as- 
sertion; and shall accordingly 
consider it with some attention. 
I observe, therefore, 

Thirdly, Viet Revelation, 
once established, is afterwards 
capable of the same proof wit! 
that, which evinces other facts. 

I acknowledge, that Revela- 
tion originally requires peculiar 
evidence to prove its reality. 
But, when it has been once ef- 
fectually proved, te proof may 
be transmitted to succeeding 
ages inthe same manner, and 
with the same certainty, as that, 
which attends other facts. The 
evidence, which sustains it ina 
succeeding age, may be though! 
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more, equally, or less, clear 
than that, with which the Reve- 
Jation was originally conmmunl- 
cated. Still itis capable of at 
least as full and certain evi- 
dence, as any fact whatever. 
The objection supposes, that it 
was originally evinced with suf- 
ficient certainty. Whatever the 
evidence was, by which it was 
thus evinced, history can con- 
yey that evidence to succeeding 
ages with as few errors, and de- 
fects, aS it can convey any thing 
else. This when a Revelation 
is once proved to be real, is all, 
which afterwards can be neces- 
sary. 

Fourthly, A Revelation, (the 
Christian Revelation, for exam- 
pic,) though necessarily attend- 
ed in a future age by proofs in 
some measure less clear, than 
those which originally accom- 
panied it, is yet capable, in some 
instances, of equal, and in some 
of superior, evidence. 

Miracles, presented before 
the eye and ear, prove whatever 
they are adduced to prove, with 
absoiute certainty. If we sup- 
pose miracles to have been 
wrought in support of the 
Christian Revelation; those who 
were witnesses of them, cer- 
tainly possessed higher proot 
of its reality, than could possi- 
bly accompany their report to 
others. The sight of Lazarus, 
raised to life by the command of 
Christ, or of Christ himself rais- 
ed to life, was certainly evidence 
of the highest conceivable kind, 
which is ever attendant upon 
facts. But much of the evi- 
dence, which now sustains the 
Christian Revelation, is now not 
perceptibly inferior to what it 
was originally. 

Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
the Christian Sabbath, the Chris- 


tian Ministry, and the Invocation 
of Christ, are, professedly me- 
morials, of the death, resurrec- 
tion, character, and authority, of 
the Savior. He, who will read 
Leslie’s “Short Method with the 
Deists,” will find, that these 
memorials of the mission of 
Christ, and the corresponding 
ones of the commission of Mo- 
ses, furnish evidence of the 
Jewish and Christian Revela- 
tions, which he can neither re- 
fute nor evade. A little con- 
sideration will convince him, 
that these memorials have not 
been materially altered by the 
flux of time. Their nature and 
import are essentially the same; 
and can as well be judged of at 
the present, as at any preceding, 
period. 

A great multitude of Prophe- 
cles, respecting times futur® to 
that, in which the Christian 
Revelation was given, andthese 
very remarkable, have heen 
since fulfilled; and the evidence 
of the Divine origin of both the 
Christian and Jewish Scrip- 
tures, arising frum: this source, 
has been conunually increasing 
to the present hour. The state 
of Agypt, Tyre, and Babylon; 
the progress of the Assyrian, 
Babylonish, Persian, Grecian, 
and omish, monarchies; the 
events, which have taken place 
in the Romish Church, and the 


situation of the 4radians and 


Jews; furnish proof that the 
Scriptures were irom God, 
which their adversarics have 
never been adle ta gainsay, or 
resist; and furnish that proof to 
us with a strength, continually 
increased by the succession cf 
time. Generally, the scheme 
of Providence, by its accordance 
with the Scriptural representa- 
tion, has from the beginning 
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more and more illustrated their 
truth. 

The introduction, and preva- 
lence, of Christianity have, on 
the one hand, been a luminous 
fulfilment of Prophecy, and, on 
the other, have exhibited, in the 
facts of which they were consti- 
tuted, a mass of peculiar, vari- 
ous, and interesting evidence 
that this religion was from God, 
continually accumulated down 
to the present day. 

What is commonly called the 
Internal Evidence of Revelation 
is in its nature invariable; and, 
therefore, capable of being ex- 
amined at all times with the 
same advantage. The sublimi- 
ty, harmony, and purity, of the 
Scriptures; the exact and sin- 
scular propriety, with which they 
present the Divine character; 


the nature of man, the nature of 


virtue, the nature of sin, and 
the character of Christ; the in- 
tegrity and excellence of the 
writers; the truth of the doc- 
trines; and the excellence of 
the precepts; as discernible in 
themselves; are obviously ca- 
pable, at all times, of the same 
investigation. But, at the pre- 
sent time, we enjoy advantages 
for understanding their proper 
import, which were not pos- 
sessed by men of past ages. 
This will appear, if we recol- 
lect, that the examination of the 
whole subject has been almost 
regularly advanced, from the 
cays of the Apostles to this 
time. Ingenious, learned, and 
laborious, Infidels, have assem- 
bled all their objections. They 
have been met, and refuted. 
‘The learning and good sense, by 
which they have been refuted, 
have been laboriously employ- 
ed in collecting, and elucidat- 
ing, vie direct arguments in fa- 
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vor of Revelation. The systen 
of evidence has become, in 
ereat measure, a science; and js 
capable of being taught, and un- 
derstood, in much the same 
manner, as other — sciences. 
Hence the whole may be much 
more thoroughly examined, and 
understood, than it could be in 
ancient times. The objections, 
which can be made, are with the 
highest probability chiefly, if no 
wholly, made; because they have 
been made through many years; 
in Many countries; and by nu- 
merous adversaries to Chris- 
tianity, ingenious, learned, and 
industrious. The real strength, 
therefore, and the real weak- 
ness of the arguments against 
Revelation, may now be accu- 
rately known; and the mind en- 
abled to judge concerning them 
in a satisfactory manner. At 
the same time, the arguments, 
alleged by its defenders, are 
placed before us still more ad- 
vantageously; since, to a con- 
siderable extent, they have been 
formed into a regular scheme; 
stated with the utmost expiicit- 
ness, and precision; and pre- 
sented to the mind with their 
real weight. In this respect, 
then, we are enabled to form 2 
more competent judgment, and 
to take a more complete view 
of the subject, than those, who 
lived in former periods. Gen- 
erally, a Christian, attacked at 
the present time with various 
objections against Divine Rev- 
elation, can, if he has been cor- 
versant with this question, de- 
fend his faith more advantage- 
ously, with respect to many 
particulars, than if such objec- 
tions had not been alleged, and 
answered, 

It is always to be remembet 
ed, that Christians, and Infidels, 
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stand on the same ground, with 
recnect to the great topic of cde- 
baie between them; to wit, that 
of mere beli f. ‘Christians be- 
lieve, that the Bible is a Reve- 
l.tion from God. Infideis be- 
lieve, that itis not. Zhe point 
in cucstion between them ts to be 
decided, so far as it is to be de- 
cided at all, 4y probable evi- 
dence. It can never be the ob- 
ject of intuition: it can never 
be proved by demonstration. 
Revelation, if we suppose it to 
exist, 7s @ fact; and, like other 
f.cts, can in its nature admit of 
no proof, except to him who 
ovicinally receives it, beside the 
evidence of testimony, and that 
which is commonly calied cir- 
cumstantial. All this necessa- 
rilv falls short of absolute cer- 
taintv; and is, therefore, the ob- 
ject of belief only, and not of 
science. If the proposition, 
that the Bible is a Revelation 
from God, be supported by the 
hirher probability; then the be- 
lief of the Christian is rational, 
and right. Ifthe contrary pro- 
position be supported with the 
higher probability; then the be- 
lief of the Infidel is rizht. The 
weakness, the credulity, the 
prejudice, so lavishly attributed 
io Christians in the discussion 
of this question, is justly charg- 
able on the party, which be- 
lieves with the least evidence. 
Both believe; the one an affirm- 
ative, the other a negative, pro- 


{ 


position; and one, or the other, 
of these propositions must of 
necessity be believed by all 
ten, to whom they are propos- 
ed. But neither is necessitated 
io believe that, which is sup- 
ported by the least evidence. 
'o do this is to be credulous, 
and to be justly chargeable with 
Weakness and folly. 
Vol. II. New Serie. 


There are, thus, two proposi- 
tions presented to mankind for 
their belief, or rejection; one, 
that the Bible is a Revelation; 
the other, that it is not a Reve- 
lation. Concerning these it is 
to be remarked, that, should the 
evidence in favor of both be ex- 
actly equal, there cannot be a 
moment’s doubt, which ought 
to be received. To take the 
side of Infidelity is, in this case, 
to run an infinite hazard: to 
take that of Christianity is to 
hazard nothing. 

But if the evidence in favor 
of the former proposition be su- 
perlor to that, which supports 
the latter, this folly, before suf- 
ficiently great, is increased 
exactly in proportion to such 
superiority. 


MEDITATION Jf, 


John ix. 4. I must work the. 
works of him that sent me 
while it is dau; the night com- 
cih, when no man can work. 


Tuesrt words were spoken by 
our blessed Savior, when en- 
gaged in a course of the most 
benevolent exertions, and just 
as he was about to perform a 
restoring miracle. They may 
well awaken every professed 
follower of Christ to many use- 
ful considerations. 

In this world of sin and 
wretchedness, occasions of ac- 
tivity are continually presented 
to every person, who is dispos- 
ed to do good. All the motives 
to exertion, otherwise cogent 
almost beyond conception, are 
greatly enhanced by the solemn 
truth that the night cometh: 
death will soon put a period to 
*16 
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all the opportunities of bestow- 
ing or rece ivlng g rood, on this 
side of the oPay e. Let me, 
then, reflect upon the manner 
in which Lam discharging the 
duties, which this view oi my 
situation presses Upon me. 
Iam a sinner, with my cor- 
ruptions but partially, 1 at all, 
subdued. Am I dotag ali that 
it benoves me to do towards ob- 
taining a victory over my evil 
habits, and perverse Ine|ina- 
tions? Dol regulariy consider 
such a vic 
ject worth living for; ane there- 


torv, aS one @reat Ove 


_- 
‘<1 
~ 
- 
S 
ad 
_ 
er 
.s 


fore keep it continual 
Do I lament my ingratitude to 
God, my negligence of his Th- 
vor, and my inattenuon to his 
will! Do I strive with earnest- 


«~ 


| 
ness to be deli 
evils, and to 
to the moral image of my Ma- 
ker? Dol scrutinize the most 
secret desires of my heart, and 
there detect the latent causes of 
all inordinate affec 
ful conduct; causes which, when 
suffered to have their full ope- 
ration in my fellow men, pro- 
duce every species of unkind- 
ness and cruelty, from the con- 
temptuous sneer to the full ex- 
ercise of premeditated malice, 
and every degree of irrel gio: 1, 
from the irreverent thought to 
the boidimpicty of Atheism? Do 
I humble myseif before God for 
this pronencss to iniquity, while 
I anxiousiy endeavor to dring 
every thought into cafitivity to 
the obedience of Christ? 

I am the head ef family. 
Do I provide kindly according 
to my power, for the real com- 
fort of its members while I chas- 


ered from these 


ye ty ct nsit di ‘med lile 


tions, and sin- 


ten and rezuiate their worldly 
desires? Do I nrovide for the 
education, and for the 
instruction of my 


‘cligious 
children, as 
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objects of the first Importance? 
Does the tenor of my daily cca- 
versation and ex ample, lead my 
children to suppose, that I am 
prin cipally concerned for the 
salvation of their souls; and that 
their temporal prosperity — is 
COM pi athv ly of little im por- 
tance’ Do I repress in them 
every proud and self-confident 
indication of reliance on their 
own powers, whiie I encourage 
them to boldness and activity 
With a proper sense of depend- 
ence o.. God? Do I teach them, 
In every practicable way, that 
the opl.ion of men is a most 
wretched rule of moral conduct: 
and that God ts to be obeyed in 
every case, and at every possi- 
ble hazard? 

Lam rich. Js there no object 
of charity, which, when consid- 
ered with udiowe reference to 
the great day of account, de- 
mands some p: irt of my money? 
Is there no widow, no fatherless 
child, no sick man, no friendless 
stranger, whose wants I might 
find out and relieve, without 
any inconvenience to myself, or 
injury to my famliy! Is there no 
industrious young man, whose 
spirits have been damped by 
adversity in the morning of life, 
whom my patronage might en- 
courage and support, and whose 
downcast eyes might be raised 
to heaven In benedictions for my 
seasonable help? Is there no 
fainting minister of the Gospel, 
borne ‘dow n with obloguy and 
persecut ion for the Gospel’s 


Sake, str gg ling with poverty: 


in the midst. of an unfeeling and 
ungrateful people, whose heart 
might be revived by a_ pecun- 
lary present from a Cisinterested 
stranger, especially if accompa 
nied with a word of comfort and 
approbation? 
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b) 


I have influence. DoT take 
sufficient care that it shall be 
-j:hfully, and always, exerted 
‘1 favor of the cause of Christ? 
}do I not (oo readily yield tothe 
jecr’s of powerful, but irrelig- 


jous men! Do I not too casiiy 


— ee ee ee 


PE a ee ~aoum 





w~—o 
G2 


submit my own conscience to 
the contre] of the great and 
worldly men with whom I am 
conversent’ To all ny attempts 
todo good, do I add fervent, 
Importunate, and believing 
preyers 








REVIEW. 


t. The Clergyman’s Alina 
nac; or, an Asironomical Li- 
aruand Serious Alonitur, for 
] 


the year of our Lordand Sav- 
) Jesus Ch PIs ty l 8 ] } ° ( i [- 


culated for the metropolis of 


Massachusetts; but will an- 
swer for any of the New Eng- 
land states. Containing jut 
onlu whatever is necessary for 
an dlmanac, but a variety of 
thines * profitable for doctrines 
for reprocf, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” 
By one who wishes to all, of 
whatever denomination, sr "aCe, 
mercu, and peace. Bo 
Lincoln and édmands. 


iy 


Ir was with great pleasure that 
we saw the publication of this 
third annual attempt to diffuse 
religious knowledge amone 
the mass of common readers, 
by means of that almost indis- 
pensable companion of Avie 
family, an Almanac. Whe 

ever alms successfully at gain- 
ing the attention of the miulti- 
tu des of our comm unity, and 
uses that attention for the sole 
PU'pose of promoting piety and 
virtue, holds surely no mean 
rank among public benefuctors. 
In our opinion, the first concep- 


tion of this work in the mind oi 
the author was aheppv thought; 
aid the manner inwhich he has 
executed it, ceserves the thanks 
of i:1s e lliow men. 

Tie vatue of this httle book 
is a iso ereatly en his inced by the 
consiceration of what Almanacs 
eener lly are. We have often 
beheld, with disgust and abhor- 
renee, very licentious, profane, 
end obscene pieces inserted, 
in these manuals, for the amuse- 
ment of those, who have had hittle 
anes ee and possess no fixed 
principles, to secure them from 
the iniluence of such writings. 
A large patt of the pretende d 
wit of this kind, has consisted 
in low and ijliberal sarcasms and 
guecdotes respecting the three 
learned professions; particul ar ly 
respeci l ing th e C hristian Th ip 1S- 
trv. We hope the good sense 
of the peo ple will be sufficien tly 
predominant to discard such 
pernicious stuff, now they are 
favored with a substitute not 
only tree from these objections; 
but contain ing much pious in- 
struction. 

At the head of each page con- 
taining the calendar fora month, 


there is a short seriotis refiec- 
tion, from some text of Scrip- 
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ture suited to the season of the 
year. Besides these, there are 
24 pages of religious addresses, 
serious anecdotes, and hymns, 
which we have ‘not time to no- 


tice particularly; but which are 
so diversified, as to render the 
collection pleasing. Of these 
various articles a great part is 
original: the rest is selected 
from various sources. 


The following paragraph 


from the Soliloguy of a Serious 


Minister we glve as a specimen 
of the original pleces: 


** Have I, like Paul, “* determined not 
to know any thing among my people, 
sav: Jesus Christ and him crucified?” 
Convinced that Jesus Christ is the Savior 


of sinners; that as the great physician of 


souls, he will be welcome to those only, 
who are sensible of their disease, has it 
beena great and leadisg object of my 
ministry, tO convince my hearers of sin? 
to strip them of that. self-confidence 
which says, “I have need of nothing?” 
to lead them to an acquaintance of them- 
selves as naturaliv destitute of the love of 
God, and filled with enmity against him? 
and to bring them, in the humble lan- 
guage of penitence, to ery, ** God be 
merciful to me a sinner?” Has my lan- 
guage to the well-informed Nicodemus, 
as wellas to the iguorant jailor, been, 
“Except a man be born aga‘n, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God?” This was 
the frst lesson which my Divine Master 
taught a master in Isracl. Has it been 
one of the fiest lessons, and a con inued 
fesson of my ministry? By dwelling too 
little on this important doctrine; by ne- 


SEPT, 


electing clearly and forcibly to explain 
its nature, and by too slightly discussing 
the deep, the evtire universal depravity 
of mankind, which so fully bespeaks the 
necessity of the new birth, have I not 
given too much countenance to that dan- 
gerous and destructive deception which 


mistakes the ovtward polish for the in- 


ward change? Have tl not too mich 


withhoiden those great and distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the Gospel, so much op- 
posed by the wicked heart; but which a! 
should hear, beeause a/! are sinners? Is 
it not owing to this, that but so few in- 
stances Of saving conversion to God have 
taken place among us?” 


We would recommend to 
the author to consider, whether 
it will not be an improvement 
in his future numbers, if the 
column of the s?gnvs, and the 
common place observations 
about the weather, are omitted. 
We sav future numbers, for we 
hepe Providence will enable 
him to continue and improve 
this publication, for maly years. 
If any sanction for so benevo- 
lent an undertaking were neces- 
sary, the author wiil be ple.sed 
to learn, fiom Allen’s Bicg. 
Dict. that Mr. Sherman, a dls- 
tinguished minister, who wis 
settled in Watertown about the 
middle of the seventeenth certu- 
ry, “* published a number of Al- 
manacs, to which pious reflec- 
tions were added.” 
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AT a Meeting, in Farmington, (Cen ) Sept. 5, 1810. of the Commissioners for For- 
eign Viissions, appointed by the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, at 
their sessions in Bradford, June 27, 1810: present, His Excellency John ‘Tread- 
well, Esq Rev Dr Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr. Samuel Spring, Rev. Samuel Wor- 


cester, Rev. Calvin Chapin. 


THE meeting was opened with prayer, 
by Dr. Lyman. 

Voted, That the doings of the General 
Association of Massachusetts Proper, re- 
lative to the appqiutment of this Loard, 


shall be entered on the minutes of the 
present sessions. Those doings are e% 
pressed in the following words, viz. 
[See the Panoplist for July last, PP 
60-——62.4 








~ 


he Board then formed, and adopted 
the tollowing Constitution 
1. The Board shail be known by the 


name and style of the American Board of 


Coumnissioners for Foreign Mi--ions 

2. The object of this Board is to de- 
yise, adopt, and prosecate, ways and 
means for propagating the Gospel among 
shose,who are destitate of the knowledge 
of Christianity 

3. The Board shall, at every annual 
meeting, elect, by ballet, a President, 
Vice President, and a Prudential Com- 
mittee of their own number; alsa a Re- 
cording Seeretary, and a Corresponding 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and an \uditor 
of the Treasury, either of their own 
number, or of other persous, at their dis- 
cretion. 

i. The annual mectings of this Board 
shall be heid alternately in Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, on the third 
Wednesday of September, at ten o’clock, 
A.M. ‘The place of every such meeting 
is to be fixed at the annual meeting next 
preceding. The President shail ecail a 
special meeting at the request Of a ma- 
iority of the Prudential Committee, or 
of any Other three members of the 
Roard. Five members of the Boa d 
shall constitute a querum, a majority of 
whom shail be coispetent to the transac- 
tion Of ordinary business 

> The Pradential Committee, under 
the direction of the Board, shail have 
power to transact any business necessary 
to promote the object of the institution; 
and shall, in writing, report their doings 
to cach annual meeting. 

6 the Auditor by himself, or with 
such others as may be joined with him, 
shall annually audit the “Preasuver s ac- 
counts, and make report to the annual 
mo tine of the Board. 

7. It shall be the duty of the Commis- 
sidners to receive all donations of money, 
other property and evidences of proper- 
ty, and the same deliver to the Pruden- 
tial Committee; and the Committee shall 
deliver the same to the Treasurer, to be 
managed by him for the interest of the 
{ inds ° 

S$ The Treasurer in keeping his ac- 
counts, shall distinguish such monies as 
mav be appropriated, DY the donors, for 


inmediate use, from such, the interest of 


which is alone applicable to use, and the 
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principal is designed to form a perma- 
nent fund; the surplus of the fermer, 
which may, at any time, be in his hands, 
he shall place at interest, on good securi- 
ty, for such limited period as the Pru- 
dential Committee shall direct; and the 
principal of the latter he shal: place and 
keep at interest, or vest in stock, as he 
shall be ordered by the Board, or by the 
said Cormittee. ‘ 

9. The Prudential Coromittee shall 
keep an account of ail monies and other 
property, by them received, and of all 
payments by them made, either to the 
‘Treasurer, or for other purposes; and of 
all orders by them drawn on the Trea- 
surer: And their accounts shall be annu- 
ally audited and reported to the Board. 

10 ‘The Commissioners shall be enti- 
tled to be paid their necessary expenses 
incurred in going to, attending upon, 
and returning from, meetings of the 
Board; and all officers of the Board shall 
be, in like manner, enticled to be paid 
their necessary expenses, as they shall, 
in each ease, be liquidated and allowed 
by the Board; but no commissioner or 
officer shall be entitled to receive any 
compensation for his personal services. 

11 Vhe appointment of Missionaries, 
their destination, appropriations for their 
support, and their recall from service, 
when necessary, shall be under the ex- 
clusive direction of the Board. 

'2 A report of the transactions of this 
Board shall annually be made, in writ- 
ing. tothe respective Bodies, by which 
the Conimissioners are appointed. 

15 This Board will bold correspond- 
ence with Missionary and other Socie- 
ties for the furtherance of the common 
object 

14 This constitution shall be subject to 
any additions or amendments which ex- 
perience may prove necessary, by the 
Board at an annual meeting; provided 
the additions or amendments be propos- 
ed, in writing, to the Board at the pre- 
ceding meeting. 

JoHN TREADWELL, 
JoserPH LyMaAn, 
SAMUEL SPRING, 
Catvin CHAPIN, 
SAMUEL WosxCESTER. 

The Board then proceeded to the 
choice of officers for the year ensuing, 
and the following were elected; 


His Excellency Jouxn TREADWELL, Esq. Lresident. 
Rev. Dr. Sprains, Vice President. 


WILLLIAM BartT_Lert, Esq. 


Rev. Dr. SPKING, 


Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER, 


é Prudential Comnittee. 


Rev, Cauvin Cuarpin, Reco. ding Secretary. 

Rev. SamueL WorceEsTeEr, Corresponding Secretar 
Deacon Samve.L H. WaAttey, Treasurer. 

Mr. Josuva GoopaLr, Autor 





Voted, That the Prudential Commit- 
tee prepare a Report and submit the 
same to the Board; and that the Board 
submit it to the general Association of 
Massachusetts Proper, and to the gene- 
ral Association of Connecticut. 

Voted, That the’ Prudential Commit- 
tee and Corresponding Secretary be re- 
quested to obtain the best information, in 
their power, respecting the state of un- 
evangelized nations on the wes ern and 
eastern continents, and report at the 
next meeting of the Board. 

Voted, That the Board highly ap- 
prove the readiness of the young gentle- 
mien, at Andover, to enter upon a for- 
eign mission; and that it is advise > for 
them to pursue their studies tl} further 
information relative to the mission avy 
field be obtained, and the finances ot the 
institution will justify the appointment. 

Voted, That the next anaual meeting 
of this Board be in Worcester, ( Nass. ) 
at such place as the Prudent ai Comunit- 
tee «hall provide. 


Voted, That five hundred copies of 


the doi . of the present iIneetling be 
p inted; that thirty coptes be transiiit- 
ted toeach of the Coimnsissioners; an ! 
that the re mainiag ef ph S be put into the 
hands of the Prac ‘utial Consmittee for 
circulation; and the Pradential ( Ome it- 
tee will draw upon the Ureasurer tor re- 
imbursement of the expense 
Voted, That the Recording Secretary 
be requested to procure the printing and 
distribution of the doings of this inceting, 
as stated by the preceding vote. The 
meeting was concluded with prayer by 
Dr. Spring 
By order of the Board, 
JouHn TREADWELL, President. 
Attest, 
Cauvin CHAPIN, Recording Sec’y. 


The following address and form of 


subscription were then prepared, read, 
and adopted, viz. 


The American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, solicit the seri- 
ous and liberal attention of the Christian 
public. 

The Redeemer of men, who, although 
‘fhe was rich, for our sakes became 
poor,’ just before he ascended up on 
high to give gifts unto men, gave it in 
special charge to his diseiples to “ go in- 
to all the world, and preach the Gospel 
tu every creature.” Almost eighteen 
centuries have passed away since this 
charge was delivered, and vet a great 
proportion of our fellow men, ignorant 
of the Gospel, are * sitting in the region 
and shadow of death.” ‘The promise, 


however, is sure, that the Son * shail 
have the heathen for his inheritance, and 
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the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession;” aud that the world * shall 
be filled with the kKnowleage Of the story 
of the Lora. ’ Llic long trxpeeteu ¢ as is 
approaching Lb he Lora 1s shaklus the 
nations; h. friends im diferent parts of 
Christendom are roused trom their 
Slumbers, and Unprecedented exertions 
are makmg for the spread of Divine 
kuowleage, and the conversion ©: te 
nations tnour own country, ie wis. 
slonary S$) iil is eXelted, and much iias 
2treaay been done tor linparting the 
Guspel to the destitute iti VvUur Lew and 
frontier setucnents But tor the mil- 
ious On Our Own continent and in Other 
pacts Gi the word, to whom the UOspel 
haS uever vecw preached, we have vet 
Lhose exertions to taake » Which coi sport 
with the Saviors chiphationu: Girec ious, 


atu Our distingulshas i aivanlaves tor pro- 


MOliig Like Si. al GUjeet, Ob Whitis he 
Caine GOW trom hoaved and iabored and 
suncred Yew scene, Will Us, is LOW 
Opemng tt is ascertain du, Ulat several 
Voung mich, vi BVO ie Ula iva toh pis ly 
and t silts, (iio SacKred ali UC jp Jitir 


pressions, hold themsemses devoted tor 
lic (0 Le Service OF God, in thie Gospel 
Of its Son, aimOug the Gestitute, atu are 
reas iG Sv mite any part Ol ile unesale 


! ‘ 
gehized worki, where Providence stall 


Opeu the aoor for thei iudsslOonary la- 
bors. is not this a Divine intimation of 
somet} ~- press and good: And does it 
not call, With impressive emphasis, Ler 


general attention and exertion: ta the 
present state ol the world, Christiaa us is- 
sions Cannot be crecuted withuut pecuil- 
ary suj port. Shail this SUppurt be Ww aut 
ing? When millions are perishing for 
lac “k of know ledye ; and young tise pees ot 
the Lord are waltiig, wv ‘ith ardent desire, 
to carry the Gospel of saivation to thei; 
shall those millions be left to perish, aud 
that ardent desire be disappoiated: Is 
there, then, in those, who are tavored 
with the Gospel, the same mind, that 
was In Christ, when he freely gave liis 
own blood tor the redemption of men 
Should not this reflection come hone te 
the hearts of the rich, ana of all who, by 
the bounty of the Savior, have it in ther 
power to contribute even their mites, (or 
the salvation of those for whorw he died! 
The Commissioners hold themselves 
sacredly bound to use their best endeav- 
ors for promoting the grest design, fr 
which they have been appointed; 4m 
solemnly pledge themselves to ihe Chris 
tian public, faithfully to appropriste, #¢ 
cording vo their best diserction, all mon- 
jes, Which shall be contributed and com- 
mitted to their disposal, for aiding the 
propagation of the Gospel in unevangel- 
ized lands 
For promoting the object of their 1° 








stitution, we, the subseribers, engage to 

av the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, the sums an- 
nexed to our respective names. 


Extract from a letter to Rev. Dr. 
Holmes, written by Rev. Mr. 
Badger, and dated, Austinburgh, 
March 22, 15lu. The beginning 


of the letter gives an account of 


the inconveniences and distress ex- 
perienced by the writer, his wile, 
and family, occasioned by the burn- 
ing of their house, wih nexrly_all 
their clothing and furniture, last 
autumn. ‘Lhis afflictive event, 
with his own and his whife’s ill 
health, had withdrawn him from 
the Indian school and mission, 
during the winter. Just before 
the date of this letter, he had visit- 
ed the Indians, in a journey of three 
weeks, and 340 miles, the course 
of which he had preached thirteen 
times. Woaat foliows is an account 
of the school, &e. 


Tue school consists of seventeen 
scholars, who have advanced in learn- 
ing far bevond the highest expecta- 
tions. Some read well in the Testa- 
ment. All spell readily, and are 
learning the catechism, pravers, &c. 
with diligence. I was struck witha 
picasing surprise, on the first even- 
ing after my arrival, at hearing the 
little tawny children of the wilder- 
ness, utter they were wrapped in 
their blankets, say the Lord’s prayer, 
and other prayers for children, dis- 
tincly in English. On examining 
them with regard to some presents 
which they were to receive, 1 found 
they had learned most of the com- 
mandments; and to knowand explain 
the stops and marks in reading; and 
to point out the emphatical words in 
short sentences. 

The great Head of the church is the 
Guardian of Missions. If this is to 
stand, Satan will not be able to throw 
itdown, The prospect of success 
the past season, as it respects the 
attention of the Indians, has been 
more flattering than at any former 
period. Whenattending at sermon, 
they have listened more like people 
who meant to understand what they 
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heard, than has been common. I 
have often read and explained the 
scriptures tothem at their houses. 
Numbers of them have come to my 
lodgings, and spent hours in listen- 
ing to the history of the Church. 
At one time they asked me, to whom 
Christ came first? to the Romans,* 
or Presbyterians? I then, fur answer, 
gave them an account of his ministry, 
the calling of the Apostles, and the 
command to them to go into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature. Texplained to them 
what the Gospel was, which the A- 
postles were to preach, and the need 
tiey were in of this Gospel. 

The most promising attention is 
riven at Brownstown, the largest 
Wyandottown. Three ofthe chiefs, 
with many others, were much en- 
gauged to hear. Yet there are some 
opposers, though the most of them 
would listen. ‘Two, who were most 
in opposition formerly, showed 
themselves forward in getting the 
people together on the Sabbath, 
when I was with them last October. 
On being asked to preach a lecture, 
one came and requested, that I would 
tell them what God had said in his 
word about husbands and wives leav- 
ingeachother Iaccordingly preach- 
ed from Gal. v. 19,20. 21. Some, I 
understood, were displeased with 
having their faultstold them so plain- 
Iv. A few days after, the old head 
Cittef of the village, having heard 
their objections, and general obser- 
vations, came to see me. Aftersome 
conversation he very pleasantly said, 
** 7] don’t Know but our father thinks 
we are all offended with him, for 
telling us our faults so plainly. There 
are,’ continued he, ‘€ some, who do 
not like to hear their faults; but 
there are a good many who express 
gratitude to our father for bringing 
out the truth so plainly) We wish 
to hear the truth, that we may know 
it.’ When I was about to leave 
them, and return to Sandusky, three 
of the chiefs came to take leave, and 
thank me for my instruction. They 
said many of the people were glad tu 
hear what I had told them of God’s 
word, and wished me to visit them 


? 


* They probably intended Romar 
Catholics. 


; 





again. In consequence of this, I 
spent the two last Sabbaths of Octo- 
ber with them. After sermon the 
last Sabbath, the old Chief (Hows) 
said, ** | suppose our father knows 
ny sentiments; he has heard them. 
1 continue the same. I should be 
happy for my part to continue to 
hear; for I have heard more now than 
I ever heard before. There is a little 
difficulty in the wav; I am partly 
alone. But few will _ me. Yet 
if there was opportunity to hear fre- 
quenily, there are a pelt many that 
would listen; ard in time they would 
attend oftener, nore would at- 
tend, We have heard things now, 
at different times, which our father 
has told us, that we never heard | Dee 
fore. e have never heard so many 


things t at are 


Olituary...ee.L0 Correspiondeni 


nati anc a 
reasonaodie, and rede 





facts: so that I see we are a poor, 


miserable people, i a poor situation, 
I have heard many of the YOUNS peo- 
ple say lateiy, Wished 
could understand, 
church.” 

I have collected considerable of 
their history, which, with their man. 
ner of counting, 1 with give you in 
some future letter An exact ac- 
count of the Money which I collected 
last year, will be sent in returns to 
the Massachusetts Missionary Soci. 


they 
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when they went to 


™} — ... £ . 

4 hope we shai not be torgottenin 
vers. It t of great 

his region; | 
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OBITU 2 


Drep at Paris, on the 26th of June Isst 
JosEPH DE MoNTGOLFIER, 
venior of fire balloons, aged 7V 

At Paris, in the beginning of July, 
Austrian Princess SCHWARZENBERG, 
and the Russian Princess LEYEX, from 
injuries received from the conflagration 
of the ball room, in which a nunierous 
company, including the imperial tamily, 
were assembled 

In Germany, July 19, Lovise Av- 

LSTEWILHELMINEAMELIE,Queen 
ot Prussia, aged 34 She died ona visit 
' o her father, t the Duke of .lectiende 4 
Ntrefitc. 

At his mansion house 
“Mass ) on the 13th instant, the 
WintLtiam Cvs 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United Stat This distinguished and 
n a uch 


’ 
tse 


in Seituate 


la nentec 
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